
“Education is the passport to the future, 

for tomorrow belongs to those who 

prepare for it today.” Malcolm X 

 

          

 

 

 

 

Dear Loker Community, 

Happy Late Fall! Or should I say Happy Summer? Given the recent warm weather, it is incredible to think 

that it will be November next week. It has been a pleasure to work with your children during the first two 

months of the school year. The first seven weeks have been very special and productive with many 

highlights including our recent Garden Harvest, Garden Lunch, Walk to School Morning, Book Fair, Movie 

Night, School Picnic and Curriculum Night. I want to share a few pictures of the Garden Harvest and Walk 

to School Morning from last week as it captures the enthusiasm of our students and the important 

lifelong skills in science and fitness that are incorporated into our curriculum. I am pleased to report that 

every single Loker student who was at school last Friday was able to pick one food item from the garden 

which was part of our delicious Garden Lunch on Tuesday! Similarly, nearly every Loker student walked or 

rode their bike to school last Wednesday whether that was from their home or the bus/car drop off 

locations off campus!  

 

 

Loker Harvest Day: 
Special Thanks to Sarah 

Morris, Anne Johnson and 
Lyssa McGrath for 

coordinating this important 
event! 
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Our Walk/Ride Your 
Bike to School Event  
Special thanks to Amy 
O’Donnell, Joshua Alford, 
Anne Bayazitov, Officer 
Shane Bowles, Kim Davis, 
Dan O’Connor, Kathy 
Hodge, Julie Potter, 
Stephanie Meyler and Evi 
Treffs for supervision 
support during the walk! 

  

 

I am also writing to inform you that our next ALICE school security drill will occur on the morning of 

Wednesday, November 1st. For families that are new to Loker, I want to provide a comprehensive 

overview of what this protocol entails. For returning families, the following will provide a review of what 

we have done for the last two years and will be continued this year.  The Loker faculty has been 

repeatedly trained in the protocol and this will be our third student drill with the procedure with our 

previous drills occurring during the 2015-16 and 2016-17 school years. ALICE is an acronym for Alert, 

Lockdown, Inform, Counter and Evacuate. In breaking down ALICE, ‘alert’ represents the importance of 

communication when a crisis situation does occur. If an intruder is in the building, communicating that 

we are in a dangerous situation to other staff members will be essential whether that is through the 

intercom, walkie-talkies or through a “Group Me” staff text message. A ‘lockdown’ means that all interior 

school doors are locked. At this point, doors should also be barricaded by file cabinets, tables and other 

large materials to further protect all individuals in a specific room from an intruder. ‘Inform’ signifies a 

continuation of the alert. Within this, the goal is to provide real-time information regarding the location 

and description of the intruder so that staff members can make effective, “common sense” decisions on 

how to respond and evacuate the building safely. ‘Counter’ is a last-ditch and worst case scenario and 

occurs if you are in the same room as the intruder. This component instructs members of the school 

community to create a distraction such as throwing items at the intruder or making rapid movements to 

create confusion so that more people can escape the situation safely. The final and most important step 

of ALICE is to evacuate or leave the school building.  

In collaboration with the Wayland Police Department, Loker School has identified three designated 

evacuation locations off campus where students will evacuate to and be greeted by emergency personnel 

in the event of an intruder. In order to protect the confidentiality of the evacuation locations (which the 

staff is fully aware but students do not know), the ALICE student drill will only have the students evacuate 

to the perimeter of the school campus. Fortunately, at Loker School, nearly all fourteen classrooms have 

direct exit doors to the playground or front parking lot which should ensure a smooth evacuation to the 

designated evacuation locations that have been established.  



Next week, Laurel Pirelli and I will speak with kindergarten and first grade levels separately to discuss the 

components of the upcoming ALICE student drill. Classroom teachers will lead the discussions in grades 2 

through 5. To begin, we will let all of the children know that the website, safewise.com, ranked Wayland 

as the #1 safest community in Massachusetts and #3 in the United States in 2017 and that because of the 

increased security, schools historically are the safest places to be in communities. 

(http://www.safewise.com/safest-cities-america) While each presentation will be done differently 

depending on the developmental level of the students, the common, targeted vocabulary that we will 

utilize will be ALICE (an alert that it is time to lockdown and then evacuate the building), intruder (an 

individual who enters the building and puts our safety at risk), lockdown (barricading and locking the 

classroom door and moving the children to a safe place away from the door), evacuation (teachers 

decide that children will exit and move quickly away from the building and drill (exercises that we do to 

practice to make sure that we are prepared just like fire drills and bus evacuation drills). In the end, our 

ultimate goal is for an ALICE drill to feel just like a fire drill. During the drill, there will not be an “acting 

intruder” in the building but the students will hear over the intercom that there is an intruder at a 

specified location in the building and that an ALICE drill should now commence. In this practice, while 

wanting this drill to be as authentic as possible, we will ensure that the students know that this is just a 

drill and not an actual emergency. Between now and next Wednesday, classroom teachers, Ms. Pirelli, 

and I will watch the children closely and speak to students individually as needed and/or lead whole class 

Open Circle lessons to address any concerns. The classroom teachers have also been given a social story 

that reviews the terminology to utilize with their students.  

If you have any questions or comments about the student ALICE drill, the school’s security protocol or any 

other aspect of Loker School, please do not hesitate to contact me at (508) 358-8603 or 

Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us. For more information on the ALICE security protocol, please visit 

http://www.alicetraining.com/ 

Sincerely, 

Brian 

  

http://www.safewise.com/safest-cities-america
mailto:Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us
http://www.alicetraining.com/


 

SECTION 2       
 
 

From the Loker Guidance 
Nook:  
 
 
 
During the initial months of school so many topics are 
discussed in the classrooms as we transition into the school 
year!  Specific focuses of guidance circles in kindergarten and first grade classes have included 
following the group plan, keeping thoughts in thought bubbles, and being mindful of one another's 
personal space. Second and third grade classrooms have addressed the different natural smarts we 
have, and we have discussed smarts that we have to work extra hard on growing.  Because we don't 
all have the same brains, we don't have all the same natural smarts, but we can all be respectful as 
we each grow our own smarts.  Upper elementary classrooms focused on including all students, 
generating a greater depth of understanding for others whom we don't know well, and learning 
about Mindfiles (files in our brains that we have for all of the people we know, including bits of 
information about each person).  The fifth graders were challenged to learn more about various 
types of communication other than speaking as they worked to accomplish a team goal.  This activity 
highlighted the importance of having a plan prior to attempting a task, awareness of self and others, 
and clear communication of thoughts and ideas in order to meet with success.  The school year is off 
to a great start with all of the amazing social thinking going on! 
 

 

Laurel Miller Pirelli, MS, CAGS 

School Psychologist and Counselor 

Loker Elementary School 

Wayland, MA 

508.358.8612 

 

 

tel:(508)%20358-8612


SECTION 3:  NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

We are having so much fun in the art room! 

 

It has been such a pleasure getting to know 

the students, staff and families at Loker 

School. 

 

 

For our first art project we worked on a school-

wide collaborative mural. Students made puzzle 

pieces that represent who they are. They are 

currently on display in the hallway. Please come 

by to check it out. 

 

 

In the next week, I will be organizing volunteer sign-up sheets for the art room, please 

keep an eye out for that. It’s a wonderful 

opportunity to come in and see the students in 

action. 

Lastly, I am always looking for materials. I am 

going to set up a collection box in my art room 

for recycled materials. 

If you have : bottle caps, clothes hangers, 

tissue rolls, plastic egg cartons, plastic 

containers or any other cool material please 

send them in  with your child. 

 Thank you! 

Annie Dempsey 

Art Educator, Loker Elementary 
 



 

BITS & BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

 
Grade 1: 

Students have been practicing their tech skills by logging into their accounts, 

utilizing proper mouse navigation by clicking on Loker links, opening and closing 

windows and logging out of their accounts. We have been focusing on the 3 rules 

for Internet Safety skills and using “just right” websites.   
 
 

Grade 2 

L A R K  
The Second Graders have been very busy this month. Students learned how 

to navigate the Loker website and practiced logging into and out of their 

own accounts using their full names which is new for them this year.  We 

have been focusing on the 3 rules for Internet Safety skills and using “just 

right websites.   
 

Grade 3:  

The third grade students have been very busy!  They were introduced to our keyboarding 

site, All the Right Type 4 Online.  They have logged into their student accounts and 

practiced their keyboarding skills.  They have taken a benchmark test to see how many 

words per minute (wpm) they can type which will be arriving home this week. Students were 

also introduced to Chromebooks, which is new to third grade!  They are also learning how to 

log into their Google Drive accounts.  We have also focused on Internet Safety skills as 

well. Students were introduced to Digital Passport 

from Common Sense Media. 
 

Grade 4: 

Students are learning to use their Chromebooks and starting to learn and explore more 

about Google Drive.  Students also practiced their keyboarding skills with All the Right 

Type 4 Online and have been given a benchmark typing test this month to start the year 

off.  4th grade students have reviewed Internet Safety skills and are also using Digital 

Passport to review key issues which students face in today’s digital world.  
 

Grade 5: 

Grade 5 students have checked their student accounts and Google Drive accounts.  They 

have reviewed  Internet Safety skills and are using Digital Passport to practice those skills.  

They are using All The Right Type 4 Online and have taken a benchmark typing test this 

month to start the year off.  

 
 

http://wls.wayland.k12.ma.us/
https://www.digitalpassport.org/


 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

Kindergarten - Kindergarteners have been learning about the four voices (speaking, singing, whispering, 

shouting) and how to utilize them properly.  They have also been working on singing skills, including 

matching pitch, and keeping the beat on a variety of classroom instruments.  I am really enjoying getting 

to know our newest Loker students and making music together!        

1st Grade - First graders have really enjoyed learning a variety of songs and instrumental parts to 

accompany their singing.  Favorites have included Bought Me a Cat and Five Little Pumpkins.  We are 

also working on recognizing the difference between beat and rhythm and reading simple rhythmic 

patterns.   

2nd Grade - Second graders have been playing a lot of xylophones this year to accompany their songs.  

A favorite was Spider.  They are also learning about musical form and have been reading and playing a 

variety of rhythmic patterns.  We have been discussing how music can enhance or help tell a story, and 

performed several “sound stories.”  These stories incorporated playing instruments to represent different 

characters within the story.   

3rd Grade - Third graders have been working hard on learning to read music in preparation for starting 

recorders later this year.  We have also been discussing how music can play an important role in history 

and culture.  Students learned the song Follow the Drinking Gourd, an African American spiritual that was 

taught to slaves in order to help them escape to freedom.  The “drinking gourd” is code for the Big Dipper, 

which led the way to safety.  We discussed other “code words” in the text and performed the song with 

instruments.    

4th Grade - Fourth graders have been working very hard this to prepare for their recorder concert on 

Thursday October 26th.  We learned a variety of songs using many different notes and rhythmic patterns 

and focused on playing with a clear tone and great posture.  Some students had the opportunity to play 

percussion instruments in a small ensemble to accompany some of the concert tunes.  These students 

have done such a fantastic job learning the recorder, and we can’t wait to show off all of our hard work to 

friends, family, and teachers!  

5th Grade - Fifth graders have been learning about rondo form and performed the Note Value Rondo- a 

xylophone piece which utilizes rondo form and a variety of rhythmic patterns.  They also learned a folk 

dance called The Noble Duke of York and are now studying rhythmic ostinatos.  They then were able to 

write their own rhythmic ostinatos and perform for the class  

Chorus – The 4-5th grade Loker Chorus has been so enthusiastic about learning songs for our winter 

concert, and we have already completely learned several concert pieces.  We are working on using 

proper breathing technique when we sing and singing in two-part harmony.  

3rd Grade Strings – 3rd Grade Strings are doing a wonderful job learning their instruments for the very 

first time!  We learned the parts of the instrument, proper instrument hold and posture, how to play our 

open strings, and how to play additional notes on the D string using the pizzicato (plucking) technique.  

Soon, we will begin to learn some concert pieces in preparation for the winter concert!  

4th and 5th Grade string players are hard at work in preparation for their winter concert! We are working 
on developing mature sound, playing in an ensemble with many different parts, and continuing to build our 
technical skills. The students are showing more and more effort in their at-home practicing, and as a result 
the groups are sounding better and better.  Thanks so much for the support at home! Keep up the great 
work, string players! 



 

 

 

 

It has been a wonderful first several weeks of school getting to know each of your children 

during their library class. I feel really lucky to be part of such a welcoming school community.  

 

Before I get into my grade level updates, I wanted to share a few general points about library so 

far this school year. I have a new website (www.lokerschoollibrary.com) and I update my blog weekly 

with what we are doing in class (becominganlms.blogspot.com). Please use these resources to get 

information about what's going on in your child's library class, and don't hesitate to contact me 

directly at anne_powell@wayland.k12.ma.us with any questions/thoughts/suggestions. If you are 

interested in volunteering in the library, I would love to have you. Please don't feel like you need to 

commit to a weekly shift - there are plenty of projects of all sizes and scopes, so if you have time 

to volunteer, I will find a place for you. Anne Bayazitov is managing the sign up calendar, but you can 

certainly feel free to reach out to me also with any specific volunteer questions.  
 

 

Kindergarten- The first few weeks of our kindergarten classes have focused on book care and 

library rules and expectations. We read several books aloud that talked about different parts of 

the library experience and our youngest students are doing a fantastic job showing me whole body 

listening and respect during their library classes. They completed "practice library books" which 

they returned to show me they were ready for the responsibility of checking out real library books, 

and have been extremely thoughtful and responsible with their first few library checkouts. (Ask 

your students about what we use in the library to keep the shelves nice and neat). Kindergarten 

students may check out 1 book at a time.  

 

 

1st Grade- We began the year with a review of library procedures and then jumped right in with 

practicing what we know about books and libraries. We played a matching game with the parts of the 

book (See if your 1st graders can identify the title page the next time you read aloud at home) and 

had some initial discussions about how the fiction section is arranged in alphabetical order. For 

National Bullying Prevention Month (October), we read the book One by Kathryn Otoshi and 

students had a chance to act out the story. We are winding up the month with some silly spooky 

stories (Creepy Carrots, The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything, Bats in the Library). 

1st grade students may check out 1 book or Playaway at a time.  

 

 

2nd Grade- After discussing library rules and demonstrating their knowledge with a game of library 

Bingo, 2nd graders have jumped right into library class. We have begun learning more about how the 

nonfiction section is organized, including being "Dewey Detectives" and demonstrated that they can 

find the author and illustrator of the books we read in class. One of the favorite books we read was 

the Legend of Rock, Paper, Scissors, where we discussed the elements of a legend. We are also 

winding up October with some silly scary stories - there were lots of laughs last week with The 
Haunted Hamburger (Ask your students about the short story they helped complete). 2nd grade 

students may check out 2 books or Playaways at a time.  

 

http://www.lokerschoollibrary.com/
http://becominganlms.blogspot.com/
mailto:anne_powell@wayland.k12.ma.us


 

 

 

 

3rd Grade- Third graders also started off library by demonstrating their knowledge with library 

Bingo, and then quickly moved on to library organization. We talked about the different sections of 

the library and how you know which book goes where through some group practice organizing 

pretend library shelves. We began talking about the elements of a story and did a character study 

with a fictional character (Ada Twist, Scientist) and a real person she was loosely based off of (Ada 

Lovelace). We will also conclude October with silly scary stories, including the same Haunted 
Hamburger story and activity that the second graders did (Ask your student what the funniest prop 

was).  3rd grade students may check out 3 books or Playaways at a time.  

 

 

4th Grade- Fourth graders showed me their mastery of library behavior through a game of Library 

Jeopardy! Among the books we have read aloud are Our Librarian Doesn't Tell Us Anything which 

will hopefully empower them to be come library success stories by the end of the year. They showed 

me their expertise at searching Destiny, our online catalog, and we reviewed the many different 

kinds of searches you can do of our library resources (Ask your students whether a keyword or 

subject search will yield more results). We reviewed nonfiction text features and they showed they 

knew what they were through a bookmark activity. We will finish October with the launch of the 

MCBA program (see my blog for more info) and some fall-themed read alouds. 4th grade students 

may check out 3 books or Playaways at a time.  

 

 

5th Grade- Fifth graders are well on their way to becoming stellar researchers. We've worked on an 

author research project, using a new-to-them database called Biography in Context and they were 

introduced to the Passion Project, which will be an ongoing research project on a topic completely of 

their choosing (Ask your student what their favorite sample project from last year was). We have 

brainstormed topics and are now working on building background knowledge of the topic they think 

they will settle on. They will also be introduced to the MCBA program which is exclusive to 4th-6th 

grade students across Massachusetts. 5th grade students may check out 3 books or Playaways at a 

time.  

 
 

 

 

Anne Powell 

Anne_powell@wayland.k12.ma.us 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION UPDATE 

 

 

 

We have had a great start to the school year in physical education, and I feel really positive about 
the hard work and effort that our students are putting into each class.  We will be working on a wide 
variety of different concepts and skills throughout the year, which will often time vary based on grade 
level.  I have created a new blog this year to post updates regarding lessons and other news from PE 
classes.  I would love it if you took little time to check it out to see what we are up to! 
  
                  https://loker-happyhollowpe.blogspot.com/ 
  
This will include information from both Loker and Happy Hollow classes, but the curriculum is the same for 
both schools! 
  
I am also very excited to start before school fitness this year.  Before school fitness is great for our 
students, and it also gives me a little extra boost before classes start. 
  
Thank you to Mr. Jones for advocating for before school fitness, the PTO for supporting the mission, and 
to Cathleen Holmes for steering the ship and organizing everything! 
 
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me: 
 
daniel_oconnor@wayland.k12.ma.us 
 
Thanks, 
Dan O’Connor 
 
 
 

https://loker-happyhollowpe.blogspot.com/
mailto:daniel_oconnor@wayland.k12.ma.us

